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out of livery), that we cannot push our way
through the press. From this great evil the
Greeks will be exempt for many a year. There
will be nothing to prevent them from reading
Plato and Aristotle till they understand them ;
JSschylus and Sophocles till they know them by
heart; Homer till he enters like a burning fire
into their souls; and Demosthenes until his
"winged words" have woven a vesture for
their spirits, which will lift them up, like the
diyinely-wrought armour of Achilles, and bear
them over the battle-fields of life.

And thus the essential spirit of letters may
be theirs without their becoming crammed with
books. It is hard to say whether the intellect
suffers most from the lack of food, or from the
indigestion that follows excess. Even men of
large abilities are rendered mentally inefficient
and valueless, if their minds are filled up with
the thoughts of other men, a misfortune that
frequently happens to those who possess a
memoiy disproportionately large when com-
pared with their other faculties. In the ac-